CHAPTER XIV
Higher Education
FROM the academic point of view, higher education in pre*
revolutionary Russia was on a level comparable with that in any
country. It produced scholars and scientists of world renown,
Even in those days, men and a few women went there to study,
not because it was the correct thing for one's class to do. The
freedom and possibilities for study were, however, hedged about
with such social and political restrictions as would never have
been tolerated in England, for example. I have given details of
these restrictions, and of the political persecution, in an earlier
chapter. The effect of this autocratic attitude on the part of the
authorities was to arouse the spirit of revolt rather than to
banish it. The universities became hotbeds of revolutionary
activities. The political-mindedness and activities of the Soviet
students are in a direct line of tradition. The type of student,
however, has completely changed. Whereas before the Revolu-
tion the percentage of workers or peasants was extremely low,
now one is told with great pride the percentage has risen to
seventy-five, and in some institutes to ninety* I remember being
completely taken aback momentarily in one institute, when
almost the first words the Director said to me were, " The social
status of our students has greatly improved." The question-
mark into which my face so obviously resolved itself made him
add quickly, " When We began here the percentage of students
of worker and peasant origin was twenty-eight, and now [in
1034] it is seventy-eight." It is an attitude a little disconcerting
to one coming from a country in which class plays such an
important part in an exactly reverse direction.
With the change of student has come a change in the reason
for going to the university, There is only one reason, to train for
fife profession* General education finishes at eighteen, All hig&er